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PREFACE.” 


( Fs the following Mie, Was. not onki⸗ 
8 5 | nally deſigned | to be publiſhed, . I think ii 
SA neceſſary to. inform the. Morld, that ii 
mom appears abroad in Vindication a | 
77 af from the ill-natured Cenſ? ures and groſs Miſe? 
Tepreſentazions of; ſome of ts. Reverend Auditarr. E: Y | 
RUTH has always appeared to me in /o ami- 
able a. ' Lig ht, and Prejudice and Bigorry. i in ſuch] 
diſmal oy defornitd Colours, that 1 have long been. | 
uſed to think it my. Duty, upon all proper Occa fions. | 
to endeavour the Avancenend: of that, and Roating 


J this 3 
ye HA T Succeſs 1 have tad i in the preſent Un. 


Lact 


the ſeverg 


neee ee peak hel 
8 4 Meftates of my Conſcigice with Freedom and Smeerity, | 
"TIS indeed a hard Caſe, that Religion ſhould} 
8 attended with ſuch deplorable Circumſtances, as. 
nat io be permitted the Teſt of Reaſ, on, but muſt be | 
ſabjed to tl partial and ohtinate Paſſions of Per- ö 
verſe. Men. Truth ſhines always the brighter. for + 
_ being oppoſed, . and if. what I have ſaid -may ſeem 


? ta caſt ſome & Shade aver - it, a candid Expoſtulatzon' 
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1 
er, my Reverend Brethren would have been of | 
= anuch more Service, than the opprobrious Names of. * 


_ Eraſtian, REG, and APE, M7 15 abways 4 
> A 8 | Prev 1 
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ir PREFACE ; 
IPreſumption of a bad Cauſe, when foul "Lanuar 
called in to ſupply the Place of Argument; and 
it was pertinently enong} faid by one upon this Oc- 
Ela on, that Demetrius and the Craftſmen might 
bel be full of Wrath, when "their Cratt was 
in Dangle To be ſer at naught. | 
HE Subje# of the following Shzels is the Re. 
x ult of .an impartial Enquiry into the Nature of 4 
4 Chriftian Church, which were deſigned as the Founda- 
ion of a much larger Work, which I purpoſe, God 
© willing, ſom time or other to "Publiſh: And I profe ſs 
bat neitber Intereſt nor Scepticiſm, neither Oſtenta- 
on nor Ill. naiure, zul a zearty Love of Truth, was 
4 the Motive that induced me to A 
"WHETHER what I have ſaid be reaſonable 
or no, the World muſt now judge, to me it appears 
; au I have erred, *tis with a good Conſcience, _ 


2 ard a Readineſs to rant upon . ſufficient Convifti- 


T have Reaſon.to complain of the Miſrepreſen- 


Cy - my Sermon has ſufer'd, and how many Things 


— 1 have been made to ſay, awbich never thought of. 
$4 Reverend Brother, who was. many Miles off when. 


2 it was delivered, Jas more than once preachd bis. 


Vi Audience to Sep, in  confuting © Ti hings 4 never ad: | 
wanc'd. 
1 ALL 7 have to ſay to this i is, that 1 have prints 
\ ed my Diſcourſe faithfully. and entirely, as it was 
. delivered from the Pulpit, without any the leaſt Ak | 
by zeration ; chuſing rather to truſt the Candour of my 
WL Reader with any unguarded Slip that may be . 
1 1* . than 2 the 2 of a go fication. . 
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F e v 
declare ſolemnly, notwithlanding what has ol in. 
ſmuated by - ſome of my Brethren, that 1 eſteem aud 
tonour Epiſcopacy as much as any one, as it is an 
Apoſtolical Inſtitution, an Inſtitution © excellently 
adapted to the Circumſtances of the Times, aud an 
Inſtitution ſetthd by the Legi/lature; but as to iti be." 
ing eſſential to the Church, I think I have Reaſon to 
deny. © Ina Word: as theChurch of England by Lau 
eftabliſhed, is ſub 6 to the King's Supremacy, (whoſe 
Power within his Realms of Egland, Scotland and 
Ireland, and all other his Dominions and Countries, 
is the higheſt Power under God, to whom all Men, 
as well Inhabitants, as born within the ſame, do 
by God's Laws, owe moſt Loyalty and Obedience 
afore and aboye all other Powers and Potentates 
in the Earth*) I have nothing to object againſt thoſe 
Powers committed, by lawful Authority to her Truſt, | 

and. ſhall ever think myſelf in Conſcience obliged to p 
all due Reverence io her Dignitaries, and "OO of ay | 

that exerciſe any Juriſdiftion, © 4 

A to what has been hinted, that I have brow | 
ſome Thoughts from the Inde pende ntWhig,and The 
Rights of the Chriſtian Church; I anſwer, that 
Pts im poſfible to write upon a Subj Wo of this Nature, 
without ſaying. many Things that have been ſaid be- 
fore; A, to the Books mentioned, I muſt own there are 
many Things incomparably well "ſaid: and much jult 
and demonſtrative Reaſoning And tho) I cannot agree | 
with the general Tenour and Defign of thoſe Writers, 
Jet where any eee 4 a pea 25 to me e ſuſt and 
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vi. The P R E F A C E. „ 
b Koncluſive, ana by Conſequence is become ny cn, tir 

pern poſſible, in treating unn vl ſame Kaen, I may. 
Have expreſs d. the ſame Thought. 4 profeſs- I haue 


\ 


e otherwiſe made Uſe of ile fee mention d Books, 


elan as the ſame Thaghts may have cocurr/d to n,. 
natural, and without a, Deſign of copying, This, & 


think, will appear to any Judge of wrating, from. my. 


—y ” 


| different Met bod of handling the ſame Thoughts, and 
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ped them, To ig cove 
| TO conclude, what Reception the following Diſ-, 
| courſe will meet with in the World, I neither knqwgor. 
W care. 1 write for uo Man's Favour, nor fear any one's. 
8 D:/pleaſure; Truth, and the Cauſe of pure Religion, 
Vith me ſuperjedes all ather Conſiderations; for the. 
le of which I am content to face an Inguiſition, or to 
Larve in a Dungeon, to be deſtitute, allied, tore 


WE mented, to wander about in Goat skins, and S 5r4 


L Ienorance then, or Ill nature: rasse as horribly as it 
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| vill, let Genſures and Perſecution. purſue me. even to 
Wt Death, let my Reputation deſcend down to ſuceeearn 
Cenerationt branded wuth allthelnfamy of Heres aud 
BY Miſcreancy; yet, while I live, there will be ſometbing. 
dit hin, will always ſpeakPeace in tihe miaſt Ma Rubbarn. 
aud perverſe Norld; and beyond the Grave, a GON 
| that will one Day reward thoſe that have ſuffer'4. for. 
ub and Righteouſneſs. Sake, Thus does it behove a 
Wl Chriſti, this « Manifer of te Goſpel to aft. 
F . ̃ 7 - - A 


o 


ALS 
3 . 
OOO IHE? I-,  ornm—_ 


s =- > * 2 
— 
8 
r . » 


: 1 18 4 
[ . 
bi 


, 2 5 
- — — 2 9 — 8 BEI 
- * * 
U py 
\ 
— - +4 

= ny ' 

| ag) 

* 


EEE ! 


- Ma TT . v6. 


This 2 »” nad . a 
ume Het e Tradnon. SI 2 


= = 
5 ;. by . pretending 
Wl to 100 os 

it has; ſlapped ith 
dation 101. 5 a | 


4 


8 e. 


1 dis $44 S444 45 


it has levell'd the divine Org 
| With; che W O. 


ocis Elin 14911 


44 


1 to inculcar 


+ autre tr warts » — —— — — erent 


—— — 


2 't% Traditions of the Clergy 


THE Clergy of the Church of Rome . 
never riſen to . prodigious height of Gran- 
deur and Glory, had not, by their means, Tran- 
ſtantiation long ago juſtled Reaſon out of 
ors; and the Pope 8 Tifallthilny been a more 
iHeonteſtable Article of Faith than that our Sa- 
Viur died to ſave ſinners ; to deny the Prieſt's 
power of Abſolution, as da mnable as Adultery or 
Trceft, and not to bow to the Altar, as Murder 
or Rebellion. All their pious Frauds and legen- 
dary Tales of Saints and Miracles, were confeſ- 
ſedly calculated for this end, to aggrandize the 
order of an ambi tious Priefthood, and to give 

them a dazzling Luſtre in the Eyes of the Vul- 
gar. 5 3 
THE "Paganiſm dof old Rome had never 
bt its Ground, nor its Prieſts been had in oY 
much Honour and Eſteem, but for their well 
projecte Deceit of Augurs and Haruſpires, of the 
n and Duumviri- Their Dies faſti and ne- 
7% their Epul# arid their Friæ were of infinite 


e 


[Ay in the ſolemn und ry 2 the 3 
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? tion. 3 4 
0 bs - grand Imbs of: e hid 446 
ſlept madig gui amoneft the forgotten Ruins 
of Mortality, and his Relidion untalkd of and 
unknown had e. id with lich, but for the 
e he faw "and ri I 
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he heard 3 in the Cave of Ha, and bis familiar | 
Converſe With the Angel Gabriel. . 


THE Jeuiſb Doctors had never maintain d 
the firſt Poſts of Honour and Eſteem, but for 
| their diligently inculcating thoſe” abominable 
Traditions of their Elders, Which Cxotius and 

Lightfoot quote from their Talmud a En 

WAS Religion indeed nothing but a poli- 
tick Inftatution/ was there neither Revelation 
nor God in the World, this Procedure had been 
not only tolerable, but a well concerted Scheme 
of future Greatneſs. , 7 
AN as long as the World was eaſy wn 
der. this prieftly Domination, there was nal 
mighty Miſchief” done; or i a f of the 
| with Part of Mankind had found out the Cheat, 
it had probably been buried in their ownl 
Breafts. For who that has any Regard to his 
own Welfare, to his Life or his. Folleſh ions, 
would endeayour to undeceive the World'in al 
Foint, in which it is every Man's Intereſt theyf 
ſhould be deceivedꝰ 

BUT when we are ſure there is a God thatl 
ruleth- i in the Kingdoms of the Earth; a God th 
| hath revealed his Will by many infallible Proofs 
' and. hath tranſmitted à perpetual. Memc rial 
thereof to us and our Pofterity for ever; | his 
Word is to be . ſufficient 125 direct ou 1 
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12 


ap, Helps, in the Way that leadeth to eternal 
All other Religious Doctrines and Tra- 
8 Wars beſides thoſe contained in the Divine 
Oracles, are the Doctrines of Devils, broachd 
on Purpoſe to affront the All-wiſe Majeſty of 
Heaven,. by making | him the Author of a Re- 
velation imperfect, and  incompetept for the 
End deſign n'd., 2 
IF the Loſs or Salvation of our Souls depend 
upon what God has reveal'd to us in Scripture, 


ation, or God is an auſtere and cruel Maſter, 


reaping where be. bas. not ſown, and gathering 


obere he has not firow 'd. 


. NOTHING then can 1 an Fee 
Priefthood, who. tamper 2085 the Conſciences 


bor Men, who. preach up Doctrines unknown to 
the he, Script tures, and make void the Commandment 


” FGod | 4 Meir Tradition, who have more Re- 


o their own Greatneſs, than the Salvation 


Y thoſe. to whom they preach, and who. pre- 


fer their Authority over, to their Care of, the 
a 25 


las I believe no Chriſtian will deny, then that 
Revelation muſt be ſufficient of itſelf for Sal- 


5 WHAT. ſhall be "EI to theſs Wal ini 


I 


Lives and Converſations, and to guide us, with- | 


| bi are Hind, greedy Dogs that can never have 


enough, Shepherds that cannot underlta nd, that 
bo io their own Way, every one for bir Cain 


en his Quarter? Can they ſay, with St. Paul, FE 


Pon re ad from the T nn * all Men? Or 


Hall. 


5 _Deftruttive of Religion. - = 
ſhall not rather the Blood of Numbers that 
have periſhed thro' their Default, be Figoroull 
required at their Hands? 
; ONE would think it Heels to enquire, 
whether the eftabliſh'd Chyrch of this Nation 
laboured under the ſame Errors ? . Church 
that calls herfelf pure and reformd, and her 
Miniſtry orthodox and apoſtolical. But alas! 
tis too true, that this our pure and“ reforind 
Church wants yet Purity and Reformation, her 
Miniſtry is not ſo orthodox and apoftolical as 
is generally imagined; the Spirit of the old 
Harb her Mother is not yet forgotten; the 
; primitive Thirft for Grandeur and Ambition 
reigns. fadly triumphant; "the Honour of the 
| boly Flut ion is to be defended at any Räte, 
and the Lai to be depfelsd to batten Beaſts 
of Rntfery f the innocetir Creatures S of” Prieff | 
craft.” io * ; 2; 
TE E e, Auel difpiite,” arnong the 
Clergy: of this Nation, many moderate and 
brave Men, who mike the Copel of Chrif the 
Rule of theis Profeſſion, and prefer the Cond 
5 mandment. of God: 10 the Traditions off: Men. But 
then there are too many of a contrary Straingl 
_habghty” and artiſts Men, be ho call them 
ſelves," and thoſe of their Order, the Hir ima 
Princes of the Earth, who! wreſt the Prerogativell 
of God out of His ſacred Hands, who juſtle On 
e out of” ur World, and fubftirurey 
neon |S LOS LY TE then 
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6 The Tradvion 77 the Og OP. 
[themſelves in its Place, making void. the Con- 
S mandments of God by WS Traditions. . © 

I SHALL therefore in the tollowing Dif 
courſe endeavour to ſhew herein the Cler gy.of 
this Nation oppoſe their vain and human Tradi- 


| . to the Divine Word of God... And FH: 
| Hu, With Relation tc to their, Miſt ion, L And 


ad, With Relation to their Aut bority, 


Felt then, With Relation. to chele Miſton. 
e NE and 
12 the Ward of God, as long as there is 
a Church and a Religion, ſeems to me neceſſary 5 
| beyond- diſpute. For while Mankind is a mixt 
Multitude . Ignorant and Careleſs, of Men 
of * and Men. of Pleaſire; 4 . while 


* * 4 


in 


of Riches, 70 choak the "good 2 2 of ud, and 
render it barren and untruitful ; tis neceſſary 
Mankind ſhould always have a Monitor ready at 
band, zo preach the Mord, to be inſtant in Seaſon, 
and out of, Seaſon; to; reprave, rebuke, . .exhort. with 
l Long-ſuffering and Doftrime., F. or n all they * 
bear without a Preacher . 
II is as neceſſary there ſhould. be urn 
Form of Government, ſome kind of Diſcipline in | 
the Church; for withourjit there could be no ſuch 
thin 8 as Unity, which is > eſſential thereto, All | 


— 


Deſtructive ” Religion. 7 


the difficulty 1 is, what Rule ought to be obſerved 
in the Management of this Affair; which muſt 
never be leff to every one's private and diſcres 
tionary Conduct; for then might all be Preach 
ers and no Hearers, all Governours and none to 
be governed... Some kind of Miſion is abſolute- 
ly neceſſary, for the Sake of Order and to avoid 
Contofion) for boy Auull they preach except rhey 
be ſent : Se 

1 KNOW hy as our Church has Tenets and 
Opinions of. her own, with a peculiar Stiffneſs 
in this Reſpect, ſo to oppoſe and 9 them, 
at this Time of Day, is in her candid Tudg- 
ment, a kind of Eraftianiſm little better, than He- 
re. But regardleſs of a Name, and for the 
'ake of Truth, 1 ſhall however enquire into the 
Foundation of her Traditions, and endeayourl 
to ſet this Queſtion in as clear a Light, as the 
Thing will admit of. 
41 THINK. it is evident beyond all Diſpute, 
hoth from Scripture: and the earlieſt Writingsl 
. of the Church, that the Apoſtles, after our Sal 
riour's Peath, by Authority committed to! 
1 2 cobftituted an Order of Men, to govern 

and take Care of the Church, and to ordain in- 
c kerier Miniſters in every Place. l 

3h © oi is no leſs evident, that this Order has 
been continued down in a long e 
Succeſſion to the preſent Time, and in all F 
bability may be continued down til Time hall 
be aa LL RS 
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| 
if 


8 wy Traditi trons of the "— 


FR OM this Apoſtolical Inftitution, our Clergy, 
138 to perſuade the World, that they haye 
ſomething in them of ſo divine a Nature, as in an 
eſpecial Manner diſtinguiſhes them from the reſt 
of Mankind, draw this pleaſant Inference in fa 
vour of: themſelves ; viz. that Epiſcopal Ordina- 
ion it eſſential to the Church of Chrift, that with. 
| out it the pure Word of God cannot be preachea, 
nor the Sacraments duly adminiftredy and con- 
Br quently, that there are no true Ch hes upon 
Fah Kat thoſe of England and Rom. 
WHETHER theſe Tenets be conſiſtent : 


| Fach Chriſtian Charity or no, that Charity which 


Oe Pan gr 
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[ Pelreveth all Things, hopeth all T, Tings, that Chari- 
. ty which judgeth not left it be juds ed, I ſhall not 
now enquire. I ſhall juſt obſerve by the Way, i 
that in a Church, refermad and eſtabliſked 
En as ours is, "under the Epiſcopal Oeebnd : 
tis an Inffitution abſolutely neceſſary. for 
2% Call of ſuch as are to be ſet apart 75 the 
Adminiſtration of ſacred Things, an In itution 
| Jaudable and excellent in itſelf, and admirabt 
adapted for the Conſervation of Peace, Decen- 
cy, and Order. But that *ris eſſential to a Chri- 
tian Church, is not fo eaſily granted. =” 
IF E viſcopal Ordination be an eſſential Call 
| to the Miniſtry of the Goſpel; it muſt. beg up» 
on Dae, of the Flowing, Accounts. Either + 


_— 


S 4 


. 3 "As it was tut by the Apoſtles, 1 for 
13 1 and e Ordinance. Or, 
8 ys 2. AS 


N | Deftrattive | of Religion, 


2. As it conveys to thoſe, upon whom i it is 
25 conferrd, ſome e N for the 
Work of the Goſpel. 


As to the firſt, That it was inſtituted bat ad 
Apoſtles, for a poſitive and perpetual Ordinance, 

' I SHALL beg leave to obſerve, _ * 

THAT as whatever is inſtituted by the A- 
poſtles, for a poſitive and perpetual Ordinance, 
muſt be a neceſſary and indiſpenſable Term of 
Salvation; fo tis inconſiſtent with the Good- 
neſs of God, to hide and obſcure ſuch Ordi= 
nances in Darkneſs and Ambiguities, which are 
of ſuch vaſt Importance to the eternal State of 
all Mankind. As long as our Go 7s. a good 
and gracious God, full of Mercy and cpo | 
he cannot but. make every Thing that concerns 
the everlaſting Happineſs of our Souls, clear, ob- 
vious, and indiſputable. But that this concern. | 
ing. Epiſcopal Ordination is, not ſo, I leave its 
moſt bigotted Patrons to judge. The preſent 
State of the Church of Scotland, of the reform. 
ed Churches abroad, and of the modern Diſſen« | 
ters in England, is an inconteſtable Evidence of 
this. *Tis indeed a reaſonable Inference, that 
becauſe the Apoſtles inſtituted this Ordinance: 
and the bees Churches "Tigorovſly' obſer rv'd | 
it, and conſequently that at that Time it was | 
the beſt and mhoſt- advantagious Inftitiftion for 
the Church; therefore, Circemſtances remain. 


ing 


10 The. 7 Traditions, tt C 
ling the am e, that is, as long as it continues 
6 4 beſt apparent Inſtitution, it ought to be inyi- | 
| olably and-religiouſly maintain d. But to ſay, 
i That becauſe the Apoſtles inſtituted an Ordis : 
nance, which was the beſt for the Church at the 
Time of its Inſtitution; therefore that Ordi - 
nance is to be obſerved. even when Circumſtances 
are ſuch, that tis the worſt and moſt detrimental 
{ Ordinance the Church can have, is an Argument 
; only worthy of the Ticker 8 and Leſlies of the 
4 ory | 
[AND as certainly a as the Tempers of all Men 
and Times are not the fame, ſo certainly could 
| not. the -Apoſtles:deſign,, that an Inſtitution adapt · 
W ed to. particular Tempers and Times, ſhould to 
| all Tempers and at all Times ever remain the 
4 | fame. | 
| BESI DES, ſom the ſuppoſed Terpetuity of 
i | this Inflitution, a Conſequence will naturally re 
N | fult, which will overturn the Foundation of 
| | all Civil Governments; the Deſtruction of which, 
we are ſure, the Apoſtles could never deſign. 
1 For as it implies an entire Independence of the 
State, and is a diſcretionary Act ot the Biſhop, 
es to himſelf, (for 2 divine Inſtituti- 
on is not cognizable by the Civil Power) it 
| follows that the Government can exact no le- 
al Security for the Behaviour of the Clergy, 
ut what they themſelves are pleaſed to give; 
| that it can impoſe no_.Oaths, Kat criptions, nor 
| Declorations upon them, nor can COT them 
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in the full Pmencife- of their Function, in in what 
Manner they ſhall judge convenient: 'Conſes 
quently. they are not reſtrained by any legal 
Ties, from ſecret Treaſon, or open Rebellion: 
No Civil Deprivation can ftop their Mouths; 
their Office and Character extends over all Men, 

and to all Nations, and ſubmits to no Authoris 
ty upon Earth. = 

I EIs is indeed to divide Kingdom axainſ 
itſelf, to erect Imperium in imperio with a Wit⸗ 
neſs, to reduce Civil Societies into a State of 
Nature, to refuſe Tribute to whom Tribute is due, Cu- 
Atom to whom Guſtom, Honour to whom Honour ; this 
is to diſpenſe, with every SouPs being ſubject to the 
higher Powers, to lay the Honour of Majefty in 


the Duſt, to deſpiſe Dominions and ſpeak Evil 4 
Dienities. 


I KNOW *tis a Poſition of Dean Hieber t, 
That no Doctrine is 10 be rejected for the Severity 
of its Conſequences. But to make this Poſition 

true, it is neceſſary that the Doctrine from Which ö 
tick Conſequences reſult ſhould firſt be proved of 
for when the pretended Doctrine is uncertain, and | 

equally . probable of each Side, the Severity off 

its Conſequences is the greateſt Preſumptis 
againſt it; but when the Conſequences are ſuch 
that they abſolutely deſtroy other, even „ 
dent, Doctrines, that pretended Doftrine muſt 
of Conde fil ro the Ground, | 77 


Deeds Religion. nn 


1 Arſeer to 'T bs Right of a Chriſtian 8 q 
1 on THUS 


— 
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TH Us is it, I think, manifeſt beyond Con- 
tradidtion chat E piſcopal Ordination was not in- 
ſtituted by the — _ a Api and N 

| wal Ordinance. Eb te 25 
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ER. THE other Renſon, why Epiſcopal Ordl- 
nation is ſuppoſed an Eſſential Call to the Mini- 
ſtry, is, that it conveys to thoſe, upon whom it 
is conferr'd, ſome neceſſary Requiſire for the 
Work of the Miniſtr . 0 
> I KNOW no other: Requiſite for the Work 
of the Miniſtry, than Piety and Learning. The 
firſt diſpoſes us to be ſerious, devout, and con · 
ſcientious in the Diſcharge of: our Duty; ; the ſe- 
cond ſtores our Minds with uſeful Knowledge, 
© funiſhes us with Materials to dictate, with Elo- 
| cution to perſwade, and with Examples to pro- 
W poſe, but does Epiſcopal Ordination confer either 
of theſe upon us! Does Piety or Learning fol- 
pow the Impoſition of Hands? Does either Ig- 
norance or * flee at the e N 899 95 
Lack. | e 
l IN he: Times "of kefviration indeed, and 
0 when: the Working of Miracles was à ntcefla- 
Bu Qualification for a Miniſter of Chriſt, the A- 
|. poſtles, as Men commiſſioned by the Holy Spi- 
[: ric}. bycam immediate Communication of the 
fame Spirit, ordained others to ſucceed them in 
the Miniſtry, which could not be ſupply'd with- 
out. thoſe ee OO and Aſſiſtances, 
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which were conveyed to them by 15 e iti- 


on of Hands, 


B UT. now. that Miräcles . taild, and ii C 
ſpiration i 18 no more, what have we to do with 
extraordinary Helps "and: Aſſiſtances? Can we 


expect the all- wiſe God to confer an extraordina- 


ry Grace for an ordinary, tho important Work? 
D O any of us feel any other Motions of the 
spirit than a ſerious, and devout Thou ghtful- 


eee, 


neſs, for the Work we have, undertaken, which 
is. indeed. (as all other ond; Thoughts are) the 

Aide Holy Sp irit? Do any 
of us mean any other Motion when we profeſs 
ourſelves moved by the Holy Ghoſt at our Ordi-. 
nation ? © Do we not. ſtill find ourſelves Men 
of like, Paſſions with our Lay-brethren,ſabje& to all 
the Frailties and Infirmit ies of human Nature? 


ordinary Operations of 


NOR do. I apprehend, that that Promiſe of 


bur Lord to his Apoſtles, Lol am with you always} 


even unto the End of the World 5, implies any ex- 


| traordinary Aſfiſtances to. be given to the Mini- 


ſters of the Goſpel, or any. particular Call to the 
Miniſtry; but only, chat wherever. tuo or three 


1 | 
are. gathered together in our Saviour Y Name, there 


16 he in thn. midſt of them... 5 
TH US does Epiſcopa l. Ordination convey: 


—— 


nothing to thoſe upon whom it is conferr d, as | 
a Requiſite for the Work of the Miniſtry. _ _ | 
SO that from what has been ſaid, we may, | 


without any Abſurdity, — that tho” E 
r Matth. hin 20 by 7 Wers e CE. $ 
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| piſeop al Ordination be an excellent Inſtitution, 
tis no divine Ordinance, nor eſſentially er. 
| [| Gry to the Chriſtian Church. 1 know it will be 
objected, that T have the whole Authority of the 
primitive Fathers againſt me, who always ſpeak 
Jof Epiſcopacy as of a Divine Ordinance, of * 
i | petual Obligation. 
| BUT I ſhall take very little Pains to con · 
fute an Objection, drawn from the Sayings of 
J Perſons, in Favour of an Oeconomy they lived 
under. Tis natural for all People 90 like their 
on Conſtitution beſt, and to ſpeak of it in the 
| moſt pompous Manner. Beſides, why might 
not they be biaſs d by the ſame pleaſing Temp- 
| tations of Honour and Grandeur, that we are? , 
Wy might not they err, out of too furious a 
Zeal, as ſome of us have done? But what, if 
| moſt of thoſe Sayings we quote with ſo much 
Triumph, ſhould Hog. no ſuch Thing as the 
perpetual Duration o Epiſtopacy.; ; and no more 
chan that Epiſcopacy was the ſettled Oeconomy 
Jof the Church at that Time? {a 1 
1 DO not know a more fan guine Eꝛxpreſſi· 
on than that of St. Tenatins, "FE no ons mende 
vith any Thing, tho ever ſo convenieni for. the 
church without the Biſbop. * Suppoſe this, if you 
© pleaſe, to be a Prohibition, that no one take 
. 1298 hnery the Office of a * tho his 
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Dieſrultive of Religion, 213 
Miniſtry be ever ſo neceſſary for the Church, 
without the Biſhop's Ordination: What can it 
imply but that Epiſcopal Ordination was at that 
Time the ſettled Means of ſending Labourers in. 
/ . - - Il 

I KNOW: nothing more is implied in that 
Saying of St. Gyprian +, Farewel Epiſcopacy, aud 
the ſublime and divine Power of governing the 

Church. And I could ſhew the ſame' of moſt 
of the other Expreſſions that have been quated 
to this Purpoſe, would Time permit, or Were 
ER TE a enn 

10 have done then with this Head; what 
T have before ſaid with Relation to Epiſcopacy, 
is ſupported and confirm'd by the known Laws 
and Statutes of the Realm; and by our qyn 
Oaths and Subſcriptions, who have over and 
over acknowledged the Ning t . Majeſty in all. 
Cauſes and over all Fetſant, Ecelefatical and Ci. 
Wt 46 te ſogrenie Gammon This Proc 
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of the Legiſlature imply. an abſolute, Power Ig 


 appoine what Rules and Orders, in the ai 
they mall judge moſt convenient. Such is Be: 
| | jiſconal di aw 8 7 his Day % DIS LY ſſa I 
Pilcopaf Ordination at this Day; neceſſary i, 
deed, but only as tis the beſt apparent Inſtitu- 
tion and the Will of the Legiſſature. 
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+ Aan off de Epiſcopatiis Vigere, & d Ecilefie gubernandg 
ſeblimi & alvin Poteftate. | Ep, ad Corn. 19 


99 4 


1 34 | The Traditions EY the n 


1 COME _—_ 85 

| ' Secondly, To ſhew Wi the 1 prog 
their Traditions to the Word of God With 

| Relation to their Authorzty, and that, in 

„ two Reſpects, as they claim, CHA 1 

| 


a 71 #. 
| * A POWER of. making Laws and Ca. 
V 


. A vow ER of ee Abſolu- 
tion and Excommunication. But na 
1. A 8 they claim a Power of Fig) Laws 
* and Canons. | 


. 
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1 N the Infancy of the Church, when Cute N 
clanity was confin'd fo Corners, and Believers 
f were few and inconſtant, while the Princes 
Band Emperors of the World continued Pagarts 
| Rand Perſecutors, the Heads of the Church had 
Jundoubredly a Power of making ſuch Rules and 
Tas, as were beceſſary for, Decency and Order, 

nd to confine: all, who were admitted into. 
Icheir Society, to the ſtrict Obſervance Mereof. 
LE LAWS are as neceſſary for the Chu 
the State, when therefore the ſupreme Powers 
f puld take no Care about the Church, but only 
g perſecute and annoy. it, *twas: neceſſary ſome 
a aws ſhould be made by thoſe, who were ſet 
Per it in the Lord: This gave Riſe to the 
1 1 anci. 
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Deſtructive of Religion, 17 
ancient Canons and Apoſtolical Confiitutions, which 
have long been ſo famous in the World. Bur 
when Kings and Emperors once became Chri- 
ſtians, the Church of Courſe began to incorpo- 
rate with the State, and the Power of making 
La wal reverted. back a gain to the old Foun: 
tain. * 
'T 0 the Clergy indeed was generally left the 
; Management of ſuch Laws, as concern'd the 
Church; but it was only by Permiſſion from the 
Civil Power, and in them the Confirmation, 
and Execution fill reſted. 1 

IF indeed the Clergy of any Nation have a 
Power of making Laws and Canons indepen- 
dent of the Civil Powers, if they can aſſemble 
together in Convocation, when and where they 
think proper, to enquire into Offences, and re- 
gulate the Church, they art ſo far from being 
Subjects, that they are really the Preſidems and 
Princes of the Earth.; 'Kings of temporal Kings, 
to whom all Mankind are Subjects. If they can do 
this, what ſhould hinder them from unthroning 
Majeſty ? What ſhouid hinder them from making 
Laws contrary to Laws, and overtürning Na- 
tions at ᷑ Haſure? It is a mere Scholaſtic Quibble 
to ſay, that all their Laws and Canons relate n- 
ly te Spirituals, and that they pretend to no tem- 
poral Juriſdiction: For a Sanction of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, is eſſential to every Law ; and 
every external Act, in order to the enforcin g a 
Law, whether it be Rs from the Com- 
232 muniog : 


Ig * te Traditions of 1 the ddegy 
wunion, a temporary Penance, or a formal Re · 
8 is as much a temporal Puniſhment, 
as riſonment or Death. If they fay, their 
Laus are only about the fpiritual and eyerlaſting 
| Good of- thoſe committed to their Care; ſo, 1 
y, are all Laws whatſoever. And if the Civil 

| Power can make as good Laws for this End, 

a tis poſſible for the Clergy to do; to aſſert 
chis Power, is to multiply Cauſes for a ſingle 

| Effect, a monſtrous unpolitical Scheme, which 
in other Caſes the Clergy will not allow reaſon-- 
able. What the Laws of Englund have deter- 

l on inthis Caſe, I need not mention. But 


n. THE 1 ine 2 . Power. of 


. authoritative Abſoka an and Lond 
nmicarion. . | wn 1 FA 5 | 
1 B Y re Ablation and 8 
i "nication, the Clergy ſometimes mean an abſo- 
ute Power of admitting into, or excluding from, 
the Kingdom of Heaven, whom they think pro- 
per; at other Times a Power of admitting them | 
into, or. excluding them from, their Soy * 
on Earth, in a judicial Way. 5 
IX chis latter f Caſe, have irewelllefore they 
have no Authority, but what they derive from 
che Civil Power; as it appears likewiſe from the 
4 2 all our Eccleſiaſtical Courte. 
As ee Wel na, 
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Debruckise of Reign. 19 J 
AS God has frequently declared in Soto 
den what Conditions Mankind ſhall be ſaved 
or damn'd, it can never be in the Power of any 
created Being to diſappoint his eternal Purpoſes: 
W hether the Conditions. of Salvation "a 
by God, be performed or no, is known only 
unto him, and to thoſe aſſiſted by. his divine In- 
ſpiration. For which Reaſon the A poſtles were 
endued with a-Power of remitting and retaining 
. Sins, as declarative of God's juſt Jud gments, by 
Virtue of their infallible Knowledge. But 
would ſhort-lighted Men claim this Power, 
which only appertains to Infallibility ? Would 
he ſet himſelf in the Apoſtle's ſtead, with all his} 
| Ignorance and Infirmities? Nay. rather would 
. 05 he ſet himſelf above, not only the Apoſtles, 
but even that God bimſeif, in whom he lives, and 
moves and has his Bei? Would he wreſt the 
Scepter out of the 1 s Hand, extort his: 
Prerogative from him, and damn or fave, whom 
He has not damn d or ſav d 
COULD the hapleſs. Flocks, ' commitrad to 
1 "the Charge of ſuch, be once made to ſwallow 
1 horrid Deluſian, there is nothing wanting: 
to eftablilh the tyrannical Domination of -Romez 
our. Revenues would ſoon pour in Millions ns 
on us, and our Authority . riſe triumphant above 
the Powers: of the Eartn. 
-WOULD, the Clergy be but once ſo mode-] 
nate, as to mean no more by this, than a conditi⸗ 
onal AbGolution and Excommunication, we! 
9194 D 4 would 
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[| would not + diſpute or refuſe ir. But then of what 
| Uſe would ſuch a Power in the Church be? 
Shall not every honeſt conſcientious Chriſtian, 
Who endeavours to walk worthy of his Calling, 
with a lively Faith in God's Mercy, and the Me- 
fits of his Saviour, obtain a full Pardon and For- 
W-giveneſs of his Sins, without the Prieſt's Ab- 
& ſolution? Or ſhall not the Wicked, without 
the Thunder of his Excommunication, receive 
the due Reward of all his Sins! 
'I SHALL now beg Leave to conclude with 

i Wor d or two, by Way of Advice. 
1 NOTWITHST ANDING what has been 
4 before ſaid, the Work of the Miniſtry is doubt. 
1 leſs a great and important Charge, and in the 
Management of Which is required the niceſt 
Care and Caution. We are ſent to teach and 
take Care of the wandring Flock of Chrift, 
(and Wo be unto us if we preach not the Goſpel: 1 iz 
| | but not to aggrandize ourſelves at their Expence, 
or grow rich upon the Spoils of Superſtition, 
|} We are appointed the Stewards of God's Houf- 
| ; bold, to give his Servants their Meat in die Sea- 
1873 and Meaſure, and if we perform not this 
© |: Charge, as becomes faithful Stewards; our Ma- 
ſter has threaten'd ro cut us in Piece, ' und to gie 
W | us our Portion with the Unhelievers. © 

1 LET us then ſet about the Buſineſs we are 
ppointed to, in good Earneſt, not with Zye-ſer- 
e, as Pleaſers of ourſelves, but as the Servants. | 
17 Go. Let us make the Holy Scriptures the 
* . OE 1 5 Rule | 
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«© - Deſiruffive of Religion. Wl 
Rule of all our Actions and Labours in the 
Lord. Let us beware of thoſe falſe Doctrines 
and Traditions that have given ſo much Offi 
fence to Religion. They mcy ſerve indeed ta 
create a ſuperſtitious Awe in the weak unthinls 
ing Part of Mankind, but, with all ber and 
wiſe Men they only reflect Scorn and Contempt 
upon ourſelves. They will certainly one Day 
riſe up in terrible Judgment againſt us, for the 
Miſchief we have done with them in the Church 
and the Diſhonour we have caſt upon God. Tis 
this Affectation of Power and Grandeur, has raiſ- 
ed us ſo many Enemies in the World, and gave 
Occaſion to a late Attempt upon us, at the 
Thoughts of which we may yet tremble 

Would we change this haughty Note in Time 
we have yet Friends ſufficient leſt us to feng 
the Fury ot deſigning Men, and to fruſtrate all 
their Endeavours. Would we yet take heed to 
the Miniſtry to which we are called, Gd, ene 
our own God would give us his Bleſſing, and hap 
py is that Servant, whom his Lord, when he comps 
eth ſhall find ſo going, Which, Rc. 
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